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THE COMPTROLLER QENERAL 

DECISION O F  T H E  U N I T E D  STATEe 
W A B H I N G T O N ,  D . C .  2 0 S 4 B  

FILE: B-211245 

MATTER S p a c e s a v e r  S y s t e m s ,  I n c .  

DIGEST: 

P r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  ambiguous s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  
t h a t  were a p p a r e n t  f rom c o n t r a c t i n g  agen-  
c y ' s  request f o r  pr ices  is  d i s m i s s e d  a s  
u n t i m e l y  b e c a u s e  f i l e d  a f t e r  t h e  c l o s i n g  
d a t e  f o r  receipt  o f  i n i t i a l  proposals. 

S p a c e s a v e r  S y s t e m s ,  I n c .  ( S S I ) ,  protests a g a i n s t  t h e  
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  t h e  Depar tment  o f  t h e  Army, Walter Reed Army 
Medica l  C e n t e r ,  p r o v i d e d  i n  a request  f o r  prices t o  f u r n i s h  
a n d  i n s t a l l  a movable  compact s h e l v i n g  s y s t e m ,  u n d e r  F e d e r a l  
S u p p l y  S c h e d u l e  N o .  7 1 - I I I - J .  SSI  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  t h e  speci- 
f i c a t i o n s  are  ambiguous  because t h e  Army f a i l e d  t o  s p e c i f y  
s h e l v i n g  d e p t h .  

W e  d i s m i s s  t h e  protest  a s  u n t i m e l y  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  
p ro tes te r ' s  s u b m i s s i o n s .  

The p ro tes te r ' s  l e t t e r  t o  o u r  Of f i ce  was r e c e i v e d  on 
March 25, 1983.  Appended t o  t h a t  l e t t e r  is t h e  l e t t e r  from 
t h e  Army d a t e d  F e b r u a r y  15, 1983 ,  t h a t  r e q u e s t e d  prices. 
The Army's l e t t e r  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  c l o s i n g  d a t e  f o r  
r e c e i p t  o f  o f f e r s  would be March 4 ,  1983.  Our Bid  P r o t e s t  
P r o c e d u r e s  requi re  t h a t  protests  b a s e d  upon a l l e g e d  impro- 
p r i e t i e s  i n  a n y  t y p e  o f  s o l i c i t a t i o n  which a re  a p p a r e n t  
pr ior  t o  t h e  c l o s i n g  d a t e  f o r  r e c e i p t  o f  i n i t i a l  proposals 
s h a l l  be  f i l e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  c l o s i n g  d a t e  f o r  r e c e i p t  o f  
i n i t i a l  proposals. 4 C . E . R .  S 2 1 . 2 ( b ) ( l )  ( 1 9 8 2 ) .  S i n c e  
t h e  p ro t e s t e r ' s  a l l e g a t i o n s  are  a p p a r e n t  f rom t h e  Army's 
F e b r u a r y  15  l e t t e r ,  t h e  protest  f i l e d  a f t e r  t h e  c l o s i n g  d a t e  
is u n t i m e l y .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  d i s m i s s  t h e  p ro tes t .  
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